ESCORIAL   TO  VERSAILLES    147

more arbitrary than the Pope had ever pos-
sessed." The Treaty bears date October 24*
1648. In effect it dissolved the Empire. It
brought France to the Rhine, It secularized
a large portion of ecclesiastical territory. By
recognizing the independence of Switzerland
and the United Provinces it acknowledged
what have since been termed " accomplished
facts." Three " confessions," or religious
creeds, now divided Western Europe, of which
the Catholic faith was only one. The Roman
Curia, looked upon as a foreign power in
Germany, excluded from interference in Spain
%y the Inquisition, and held at a distance
by Mazarin no less than by Richelieu, could
no longer issue decrees which carried a
political importance. The interdict, launched
by Paul V. against Venice in 1605, was a
failure and never repeated. The deposing
power was extinct. Brandenburg, founded
as a secular State by an heretical Grand
Master of the Teutonic Order, was growing
up to be the Kingdom of Prussia in 1701,